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Lot

Bxg changa could be aImd for
-Charles Street — from a city stream-
lining and beautification of the thor-
oughfare to plans by 2 private group
“to start trolley service between

" Charles Village and downtown.
The city project would make .the

 venerable street nicer-] looking but .-

‘with only one-lane northbound and

southbound between 25th Street and

University Parkway except dunng
_-tush hours.

The Chiiles Strest. Dcvel-opmem .
-Corp., a nonprofit group formed in
2000 to encourage more. retail ‘and.

housing ‘on the corridor, is pitching
the idea of frolley service — Ppossibly
rubber tite — between the Inner Har-
bor-and Johns Hopkins University’s

Homewood: campus,. either "on .
_ Charles or paralle] streets.

“We're altempting to find a trans-
portation solution that helps every-
body,” said Rebecea Gagalis, execu-
tive director ‘of the corporation,

_whxch is funded pamnlly by the state
of Pusing

. That could leave fru d motor-

-and-Eco- -

City p lans
to redesmn_-
Charles St.

Przvqte group rolls out
plan for trolley service

Traffi¢, from page 1

33rd Street to University Pa.d:way,
pn:gect manager Ralph Wheeler said;
During peak aftemoon hours, there
- would be one southbound lane, two
northbound lanes from 25th Street to
Art My Drive, three northbound
lanés from Art Museum Drive fo
33rd Street and two northbound lanes
-north of 33rd Street, Wheeler.said.
‘The Chirles Street Reconstruction
Project is supported by several area
community groups .and institutions,

intluding Yohns Flopkins, Coridomin-- -
iuris Along Greenway, the Charles R

Village Community Association,
Friends of Wyman Park Dell. and the
Baltimore Muscum of ‘Art.
The BMA and other groups are
“stekeholders” in the plan, and have
told transportation planners that they

want more green space and less traf-

fic on Charles Street, Wheeler said.
Museum - Director”Doreen Bolger

made her position clear during a pub-

lic'présentation in the BMA auditor-

d, Mt, Washington, Oakensh

She said ﬂ‘tmlley idea is mod-
eled after- a -successful service in
Portland,” Ore. “The corporation has

hired a consulung firm, Portland-

based Kittelson & Associates, which

" open to thebp'ubljc, Gagilis said.

" Cedarcroft, Cold Spring Newtawn, Gross: Keys, Guilford, Hampden;
Ruland Park Tuscany-CanteTbury‘

New look for Charles?

Prehmmarypla.nsbylheBa.lnmom.

would

worked on the project there and has -

offices on Charles Street. .
Gagalis said her cotporaticn would
work on the trolley project with sever-
-al other groups in the city, including
the Midtown Commumty Beneﬁls

makc dml&s Smxt one larie porth-"

bound and soirthbound except during

_ momisig-and afternoon rush hours,

peak morning hours, there

- During
woukl be two southboind Janes, one

nonhbomd]meﬁumZSﬂ:Sneeilo

District; the Mid
Cm-p,lheGmeralnmomCommn
tee and the Downtown Partacrship.

: npmq__Dev_elppm_el_} :

ivm May 5. . ’
Bolger thanked transportation ofﬁ-
cials for recognizing Charles street as

"adesignated scenic byway. “It’s very

important to us that this be'an attrac-
tive and safe environment,” she said.

A redesign would accomplish that
by making Charles one lane both

ways most of the day, Wheeler said.

Pedal power
Another isfue is how fo accom-
modate bicyclists — many of them

- commuters' who pedal .to Penn Sta-

tion and take the train to' work. At the

" meeting, bicycle enthusiasts lobbied

hardfora bike path on Charles Street.
- “Tknow alot of people who would

bicycle to. work in the city if they-
-thought it was safcr,” said. Christo-

phet Field of Roland Park, who coin-

‘muites to Prince George's County.
Réedesign plans call for bike rotites

on Charlés between University Park-
way and 25th Street, but officials said

. they. might recommend an’altemate

street such as Maryland Avenue for
bicyclists south.of 25th Street.
Charles Street’s current design and
Iane configuration are outdated due to
modefn traffic volumie, vehicle

'speedsandthenumberufpedmtmns
crossing the road, officials say.

The city started studying a rede-
sign-in 1999, but earlier plans were
criticized by Qommumty leadets, who
said the plans didn’t address speed-
ing and pedesirian safety. |

Officials said. they wxll present

. final plans at a Junc meeting.

- For more information about the
redesign projéct, visit the Web sité
www.charlesstreet.mdprojects.com.
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Art Mi Drive, two northt

Lanes from Art Museum Drive to 33rd

“Strect and one nonhbound lane from
A Kickoff. mecting: to. discuss the -

idea is platmed for May: 17-but isnot: - See: T\‘alﬂe,‘. page 4.

A Gy, :
. Streel” one-lans eaoh way.fror |
' 25th. Street to University Parkway. X

Soyru Baltimora Glty Depi; al_'rran_spm:taﬂon. .






